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| Certainly there is little fairneſs in their dealings who have the 
beſt of every bargain they make, The world may think them expert 
as they get money, but it is impoſſible they can be honeſt, Real in- 
tegrity proſcribes all thoſe ſtratagems of fraud and circumyention 
which the covetous and cunning are eternally prafiifing. | 
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Advertiſement. 


HE Caſe ſtated in the fol- 

lowing pages is ſufficient 
to ſhow, that Authors are not al- 
ways oppreſled, or hardly treated 
by Bookſellers; and that the 
former can, occaſionally, behave 
to the Public, in a way which the 
latter, as exhibiting marks of too 
great flagrancy, would not dare 
to venture upon. If a Gentle- 
man of Dr. Cullen's fortune and 
celebrity can, from motives un- 
worthy of his character, give, by 
his example, a ſanction to unjuſ- 


tifiable impoſition, what may 


not be expected from Authors of 
inferior reputation and abilities! 
It is with reluctance that the 
cauſe is ſubmitted to the tribunal 
B of 


S ; * * P . a & | . 3 Le ky 4 - 
— 7 5 * « - FR k 
\ * dy . * 1 WAV . "= 
14 4 * = — 4 þ 7 
* * 
— * A - » 
» = - 
1 - - 0 4 * 8 , 
* 8 1 . 
/ * 1 32 5 « 
3 4s 2 * 
* i% * 9 
a g + 
1 
. 4 
- \ 


* 
* 
* 


* . hy, *® 
* "3- > 
- . * = 
— 2 Nen - 


7 Fu Y 
=—_ — — — 1 _ 
"I 58 r = Ws. — £ 7 2 T- TY 7 : > E” Ix 
= > -Y T SH: 914 "E 1 83 d 


— 


— 

a * 4 ” 
N rw - 7 = A — 
22 In we 2d - 

— PY 


1 


F a ak 

i, of the Public. But the author 
imagined he had no right to ſup- 
preſs the tranſaction, after having 
in vain tried every fair method of 

accommodation and compromiſe. 
Loſers, it 1s ſaid, have a right to 
complain ; but ſetting this adage 
aſide, the preſent publication, it is 
thought, may produce more be- 
neficial conſequences, by the ex- 
ample it exhibits. 


LET. 


LETTER I. 


MR. MURRAY, BOOKSELLER 
IN LONDON, TO DR. WIL- 
LIAM CULLEN, PHYSICIAN 
AT EDINBURGH. | 


London, April 17, 1784. 

DEAR SIR, | 
Beg leave to acquaint you, that I have 
upon hand eighty-four volumes of 
your © Firſt Lines,” to the amount of ſix- 
teen pounds, as under, which you muſt be 
ſenſible will prove no better than waſte pa- 
per, provided I am not permitted to com- 
plete them in ſets; and as I underſtand 
it is not your intention to {ell the two ad- 


ditional volumes now printing ſeparately *, 


* The edition of Dr. Cullen's . Firſt Lines” complete, 
was advertiſed to be publiſhed in fve volumes, although 
it has ſince been compriſed in four, Mr. M. therefore 
wanted at this time the fourth and fin volumes. 


B 2 I flatter 


1 
T flatter myſelf you will not permit me 
to ſuffer the loſs of ſixteen pounds, for 
keeping your works conſtantly in my 
houſe, in order to ſerve you more than 
myſelf, by their fale. If by any means 
my ſets can be completed, I ſhall require 
no more; or if it is agreeable for you to 
give me the new edition in exchange for 
the books I have upon hand, volume for 
volume, I ſhall reſt perfectly ſatisfied. — 
It may be juſt neceſſary to mention, that 
no Bookſeller here publiſhes a new edi- 
tion of a book, with improvements, with- 
out exchanging it for the old, if any of 
the latter are found to be in the trade un- 
diſpoſed of. But without this informa- 
tion, my application, I dare ſay, will not 
appear to be either improper or unrea- 
ſonable ; and I ſhall wait for your anſwer, 
in full confidence that you. will think fo. 


I am your's, &c. 
J. MURRAY. 
Dr. WILLIAM CULLEN. 


P. S. 84 copies © Cullen's Lines,” vols. 
1 and 2, and binding 161. 


LE T- 


FROM THE SAME, TO THE SAME. 


London, May 21, 1784. 
8 IR. 
Wrote to you the 17th of April, of which 
you have a copy encloſed, becauſe by 
my not being favoured with an anſwer, I 
am apprehenſive it has miſcarried. To 
the caſe ſtated in that letter I have little 
to add, ſave it be to obſerve, what you 


will readily admit, that no Bookſeller 
would have kept any copies of your works 


by him, had he entertained the leaſt ſuſ- 


picion, that after purchaſing three volumes, 
ſingly or ſeparately, as they appeared, 
you would have precluded him from pur- 

B 3 chaſing 


n 
chaſing the ſubſequent ones in the ſame 
manner. I have ſaid, that I kept your 
volumes in my houſe, fully more to pro- 
mote your benefit than my own. I beg 
leave again to repeat this, which I think 
I can prove *; and if I am to be left 
without redreſs, after acting in this man- 
ner, I ſhall think it extremely hard; and 
J will venture to ſay, that there is no ex- 
ample ſimilar to it in the annals of book- 
ſelling. The purchaſers of Hume, Gib- 
bon, Blackſtone, in ſeparate volumes, were ne- 
ver precluded from compleating their ſets. 
Whitaker publiſhed the additions to a new 
edition of his Hiſtory of Mancheſter ſepa- 
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* Mr. Murray, in conjunction with the late Mr. Kincaid, 
of Edinburgh, bought one impreſſton, conſiſting of 1000 copies, 
of the iſt vol. of Dr. Cullen's Firſt Lines. For this they paid 
all expences of paper, printing, and advertiſing, and gave 
the author beſides one hundred guineas. Upon a calcu- 
lation it appeared, that the Bookſellers could clear but 
ſixteen ſhillings by the bargain, without allowing for bad 
debts, intereſt of money, &c. This was laid before Dr. 
Cullen, but he turned a deaf ear to all remonſtrances upon 
the ſubjet, and never would refund a penny. The pub- 
i lic is therefore left to judge, whether the aſſertion that his 
1 books were ſold more for the benefit of the Author than 
| his Bookſellers, is true or otherwiſe, 


rate, 


I 

rate, in order to accommodate the pur- 
chaſers of the old. Howard advertiſes, at this 
moment, a ſupplement to his book on 
Priſons gratis to his former purchaſers ; 
and Hoole, who had formerly publiſhed 
the firſt volume of his tranſlation of Ari- 
oſto, ſingly, when he finiſhed the work, 
generouſly gave his ſubſcribers the five 
volumes complete, exacting payment only 
for four . No perſon, I believe, requires 
to have a volume from Dr. Cullen gratis. 
In my fituation I aſk hut common 
Juſtice, to be allowed after the uſual man- 


* It might have been added, that Lord Bankton, a ce- 
lebrated Scots lawyer, having much improved and corrected 
his Inflitutes of the Law of Scotland, which alone would 
have made a folio pamphlet of half a guinea price ; bound 
down his heir, that if the work ſhould be reprinted, a 
Supplement containing his alterations, &c, ſhould be alſo 
printed ſeparate, and delivered gratis to the purchaſers of 
the fir/t edition of his work. Such were that Judge's ſen- 


timents of the juſtice he owed to the public. His Wits 


now exiſts, and Dr. Cullen is referred to it. 

At this moment, the following words are added to a pub. 
lic advertiſement, announcing a new edition of Bubb 
Deddington's Diary being in the preſs : ** If any additions 
« are made to the Appendix, they will be given gratis to 
«« the purchaſers of the firſt impreſſion.” 


B 4 ner 


= 
HIS . * — _ fy "EW 
4 = A fr = a" * 
* 9 4. * =" af Nr 
\ % . , 8 ” 4 »% = 
1 o JE & — —. 
* * dk wo -Þ : 1 A'% T . g 2 
y A 6 o * „ = 5 4 4 * * i 
n n 1 
7 — 4+, — * 


- OY. 


[ 6] 


ner to complete my ſets, or to have my 


volumes exchanged, or to be reimburſed 
their prime coſt.— I ſhall eſteem it ob- 


liging to have an anſwer to this letter, as 


ſixteen pounds, though not much money 
to a rich man, 1s too much for me to loſe 
who am not rich. 


I am, with reſpect, Sir, 


Your very obedient humble ſervant. 


J. MURRAY. 


Dr, Wi CULLEN, 
Edinburgh. 


LE T- 
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DR. CULLEN TO MR. MURRAY. 


Dear SIR, 
Have many pardons to beg for not 
anſwering your firſt letter, but it came 
upon me when, by my viſiting, teaching, 
and printing, I was more hurried than 
ever I had been in my life. I put off 
anſwering you, therefore, till I ſhould 
have more leiſure, and that leiſure is 
hardly yet come; and perhaps alſo I was 
more negligent in writing, becauſe I did 
not find that I could give you an anſwer 
that would be agreeable, but I muſt give 
it you now ſuch as it is. 

I have not time to diſcuſs matters fully, 
and muſt tell you ſhortly, that your rea- 
ſoning is not at all ſatisfying, and your 
examples not at all in point. I think 
your having the books on hand has been 
very much your own fault ; and on every 
conſideration I cannot comply with your 


requeſt, 
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requeſt, of giving an indemnification, 
which I can as little afford as you can. 

You miſtake the matter much, in ſup- 
poſing the two laſt volumes as merely ſe- 
quels of the two firſt. The two firſt are 
very much new, and I ſhould be ſorry to 
find any body truſting to the former edi- 
tion of them ; and the giving the two laſt 
volumes to ſell off the two firſt of the 
former edition, I would conſider as an im- 
poſition on the public, and a piece of 
knavery that I ſhall never practiſe *. | 

Although I think your preſent demands 
unreaſonable, I am ſorry when I cannot 
comply with any you make upon me. I 
have been always diſpoſed to deal with 
you rather than with any man of the 
trade; and I think it 1s not my fault if 1 
have not always done ſo. Believe me to 
be, ſincerely, 


* 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
WILLIAM CULLEN. 


Edinburgh, May 27, 1784. 


* Why then does he not collect his alterations and im- 
provements, and publiſh them ſeparately, as done by other 
Authors, for the benefit of the purchaſers of his former 
editions? 


L E T- 
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MR. MURRAY TO DR. CULLEN. 


London, June 1, 1784. 
IX. 


Have at laſt received your anſwer to 
my letters, which does not barely ſur- 
priſe, but really aſtoniſnes me. The in- 
demnification I have required, 1s agreeable 
to every rule of honeſty and fair dealing 
among men, and what I hardly think any 


other Author in Europe, ſituated as you 


are, would have refuſed to comply with. 
A regard to common juſtice, as well as an 
attention to your own character in the 
world, which, if I am not deceived, muſt 
ſuffer by a publication of this tranſaction, 
ought ſurely to have weighed with you. 

« You 


| P 

* You think, that having the books on 
* hand is very much my own fault.“ 

This is an extraordinary aſſertion. By 
what means is it my own fault? Did I 
ever refuſe to ſupply a cuſtomer? Do 
Authors in general impute it for a fault, 
that Bookſellers keep their works in readi- 
neſs for ſale? Or, in the preſent caſe, did 
you, by yourſelf, or your agent, ever in- 
timate to me, the mercenary ſcheme you 
have carried into execution, of publiſhing 
a new edition of your F:ir/t Lines, with a 
fixed deſign to exclude your former ſab- 
ſcribers from completing their ſets, and 
thereby to compel them to buy the book 
anew ? On the contrary, were not your 
proceedings, when you offered the copy 
for ſale, by various agents in England and 
Scotland, induſtriouſly kept a fecret from 
me ? This was not a proper return to a 
man, who had exerted himſelf a good deal 
in the circulation of your works, by which 
the chief advantage reſulted to the Author, 
not to the Bookſeller. And after this can 
you inſiſt, that the volumes I have on 


hand (converted by a manœuvre now 
into 


5 

into waſte paper) proceeds from any fault 
of mine? Or from the facts ſtated, can 
you alledge, ſeriouſly, that you was more 
diſpoſed to deal with me than any other man 
in the trade ? 

The purchaſers of your three former 
volumes are conſtantly applying to me for 
the fourth; and an univerſal clamour is 
excited among them, when it is underſtood 
that they will not be permitted to buy that 
volume alone; but if they want Dr. Cul- 
len's Firſt Lines, muſt purchaſe the whole 
work anew. On this occafion they uſe 
expreſſions (mixed with menaces againſt 
me, who ſurely am innocent) on the con- 
duct of the Author, which I will not re- 
peat, whatever my own ſentiments on the 
occaſion may be. But if they are exaſpe- 
rated at being excluded from completing 
one ſet, the loſs muſt affect me much more, 
who have upon hand nearly one hundred 
volumes, for which I have paid ready mo- 
ney, that went into your pocket ; and every 
ſhilling of which I am, according to your 
generous deciſion, now to loſe. 


Of 


1 
Of your behaviour the opinion here is 
not ſingular. The ſentiments of the peo- 
ple in Scotland ſeem to be the ſame with 
thoſe of the people of England upon this 
buſineſs, if the following extract of a 
letter from your late Bookſeller Mr. 
William Creech, of the 25th ult. from 
Edinburgh, is to be credited: Dr. Cul- 
ce Jen has behaved in a ſtrange manner to 
* the public, by withholding the fourth 
* volume from the purchaſers of the three 
&* former, and obliging them to buy the 
* whole book anew. . . I am perfectly 
te clear, that the purchaſers of the three 
* former volumes have an undoubted 
te ground of action againſt him.—I mean 
e to publiſh a notice in the news- papers, 
6 with my name, ſtating the facts, and in- 
te forming the public, that the withhold- 
te ing of the fourth volume is not owing 
* to me, but the Doctor himſelf.” 

This letter is the more to be regarded, 
as it proceeds from no previous or con- 
certed communication betwixt Mr. C. and 
myſelf, for 1 have never yet mentioned the 
ſubje& to him in any ſhape whatever; and 


he 


£33 2 

he is, at this moment, totally ignorant of 
the application I have made to you in all 
its ſtages. It ariſes, therefore, ſpontane- 
ouſly from the nature of the tranſaction 
itſelf, which I have before ſaid, and now 
repeat, 1s unparalleled in the hiſtory of 
bookſeling. This opinion, ſupported by 
the uniform and general teſtimony of your | 
ſubſcribers, makes it neceſſary to lay the 
matter, as it is, before the public, who will 
fix the blame where it ought to be fixed, 
and not impute to their Bookſellers a mer- 
cenary and diſhonourable act, if they can 
clearly exculpate themſelves. 

You have, indeed, ſaid, that my reaſoning 
zs not at all ſatisfying, my examples not at all 
in point, and that you cannot comply with my 
requeſt of giving an indemnification, which 
you can as little afford as I can. 

I quote you, I think, fairly, nor will I 
make a parade of my ſtrength by refuting 


* Upon a moderate computation, Dr. Cullen has rea- 
lized 2000/. by the ſale of his Firft Lines of the Prac- 
tice of Phyfic. A work which, with eaſe, might be com- 
priſed in one volume, inferior in ſize to Dr. Buchan's Do- 
meſtic Medicine, which ſells at 6 5. 64. in boards. 


ſuch 
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ſuch cogent arguments; if the public is 
convinced by your reaſoning, and ſatisfied 
with your conduct, I ſhall ſubmit quietly 
to the loſs of ſixteen pounds in your ſer- 
vice, although I am deprived by it of all 
my legal profits upon all the books I 
have ſold on your account fince the com- 
mencement of our acquaintance, which 
is now of fourteen years duration. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient and humble ſervant, 


J. MURRAY. 


Dr. WILLIAM CULLEN. 


L E T. 


MR. MURRAY TO DR. CULLEN®. 


London, June 4, 1784. 
DEAR Sißj, 

[ CONFESS that I have received ſome 
civilities from you, which I have en- 
deavoured, as far as was within my power, 
to return ; but if I had not, they did not 
infer that I was tamely to ſuffer myſelf 
to be injured, when you was diſpoſed to 
injure me: and I am ſorry that I muſt 
look upon your refuſal to indemnify me 
for the volumes of your Works, which I 


Being yet unwilling to come to a public rupture with a 
gentleman of Dr. Cullen's eminence, and for whom I had 
entertained a regard, I tranſmitted to him the preceding 
Printed pages in the preſent letter, which produced the 
correſpondence that follows. 4 


* have 


[6 J 
have upon hand, as a material injury. I 
have, before this period, ſold your books 
without any profit to myſelf, and without 
making an outcry about it. But the loſs 
of both principal and intereſt is alarm- 
ing ; and therefore, ſince you are unge- 
nerous, I muſt be juſt, and ſubmit the 
queſtion betwixt us to the public. 
Whether you believe me or not, I am 
ſincere in declaring my regret for being 
obliged to make this appeal, or to ſend you 
the incloſed printed paper : and had there 
been a ſingle voice amongſt all the gentle- 
men, before whom I had occaſion to men- 
tion the matter, to defend your conduct, I 
would have quaſhed my own feelings, and 
have ſubmitted in ſilence to my loſs. But 
the action is ſo flagrant, and in its end tends 
ſo much to deſtroy all mutual confidence 
amongſt men, that no perſon has yet ap- 
peared that would attempt to juſtify it. I 
am warranted therefore in acting as I have 
done. I muſt live by my profeſſion as you 
do by your's. The tenor of my conduct 
has ſhewn, that I am not apt to complain 
for trifles. The loſs in the preſent caſe, 
| though 


E 


though too much, will not ruin me; and 
it is the ungenerous action, and its ten- 
dency, that I chiefly complain of. 

My anſwer to your letter you will find 
marked N* IV. in the incloſed paper, 
which is the only copy yet printed; nor 
ſhall I print more copies, or put the pam- 
phlet in circulation, before the 16th; when, 
if I am favoured with no ſatisfactory re- 
turn, I ſhall conclude that you do not ob- 
ject to the publication, and proceed to ad- 
vertiſe it at a ſhilling price, and as proper 
to bind up with the new edition of your 
Firſt Lines. 


I am, &c. 


Dr. WIILTAM CULLEN. 


C 2 LE T. 
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DR. CULLEN TO MR. MURRAY. 


Edinburgh, June 10, 1784. 


DS 1R, 


FTER taking ſo much pains as I 
have done, to enlarge, improve, and 
correct the former edition of my Firſt 
Lines, I readily believed that my new edi- 
tion would be worth its price, even to 
thoſe who had the former; and I have 
found many perſons of this opinion. I 
muſt ſay further, that I have been very 
averſe from any perſon's truſting to my 
former edition, who defired to know the 
true ſtate of my doctrine; and I have 
therefore avoided giving encouragement to 
their 


* 1] 


their doing ſo. Not, however, deſiring t to 


force my new edition upon any one, I was 


always willing that the fourth volume 
ſhould be fold ſeparately, and with that 
view I took care that the fourth volume 
ſhould be printed in greater number than 


the others had been; many copies have 


accordingly been ſold ſeparately, and 1 
have now deſired it to be publicly adver- 
tiſed, that any perſon may purchaſe the 
fourth volume by itſelf !. So far in an- 

Dr. Cullen newer meant to publiſh the fourtlr volume 


ſeparately ; he ſold the property of the whole work under 
a condition not to do it ; he expreſsly ſays in page 8, that 


it would be a piece of knavery he ſhould never praiſe. Mr. 


Creech, in page 12, proves, that he zever intended it; to 


this day [July Sth] the fourth volume is not to be had . 
rate in London; and Mr. Creech, by a pointed letter which 


follows, puts the Doctor's real intentions reſpecting this 
matter out of doubt. With what face therefore can the au- 
thor aſſert, that he was ALwArs willing that the fourth volume 


ſhould be had ſeparate? 1 am ſorry to ſay, that this is a mere 


aſſertion, and void of truth. The 4th volume, I am told, does 
not connect with the firſt edition of the third, which, were 
there no other evidence, is a ſufficient proof of itfelf that 
it was never meant for ſeparate publication; and he is now 
compelled to print a neè edition of the fourth, with alte- 
rations to remedy this inconvenience.. But he does it with 
a heavy heart, becauſe it will ſubje& him to an unforeſeen 
drawback, and is an act of juſtice he had never imagined 
he ſhould be ob/iged to perform, 
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2 J 
ſwer to your's of the 4th current I have 
thought proper to explain myſelf; but 
with reſpect to the other particulars of that 
letter, I have nothing to add to what I 
have formerly written. Your repreſenta- 
tions are falſe and imperfect; and I could 
point out this very fully, but I think it 
would not be becoming in me to enter into 
diſcuflions with you, either in writing or 
print; and I deſpiſe your malice. There 
1s, however, one unfair repreſentation I 
muſt ſtate to you : In your giving a copy 
of the firſt letter you addreſſed to me of 
the 17th of April, which is ſtill in my 
hands, you have ſuppreſſed the Poſtſcript , 
from which it would have appeared to the 
public, that the copies of the Firſt Lines, 
pretendedly , then in your hands, were of 
the firſt and ſecond volumes only; and that 
your demand of compleating your ſets, was 
for both the third and fourth volumes of 
the new edition. your demand had been 
for the fourth volume only, J. ſhould probably 


+ The Poſtſcript is now reſtored. 
$ Why prezendedly, when they are offered to be pro- 
duced ? AS ; | 


have 
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have complied with your requeſt; but to ena- 
ble you to impoſe upon the public 5, 1 
thought would be as unjuſt in me, as ſeem- 
ingly intended by you. I find I muſt fill 
take notice of another particular in your 
letter. You take advantage of a civil ex- 
preſſion of mine, to inſinuate that it im- 
plies a contradiction in my language and 
conduct. I had faid that I was willing to 
prefer you to any other perſon of the trade; 
and that I formerly was ſo, you know to 
be true; but that I have not been ſo for 
ſome time paſt, 1s alſo true; and I could. 
give reaſons for this change of my con- 
duct, that I believe would be very ſatisfy- 
ing to every perſon who knows you ||. 


Adieu, 
WILLIAM CULLEN. 


$ What does the gentleman mean by my impoſing upon 
the public? Mutato nomine—de 7#fabula narratur. 


Dr. Cullen, beſides what he advances in this place, utters 
reflections againſt my private character in ſeveral other parts 
of his letters. Aſſertions unſupported by any ſort of proof 
or argument, and indeed ſometimes contrary both to proof 
and argument, are too familiar to him, A ſimple denial 

C 4 - therefore 
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therefore is a ſufficient refutation of Bare aſſertions. But 
in this caſe I will go further: I throw the gauntlet at his 
| feet, and dare him to advance one well-ſupported fact in 
my dealings with him, contrary to good faith, or what is 
eſteemed fair and honeſt among mankind. I ſcorn in this 
caſe to recriminate ; and ſhall only add, that I have ſhown 
a liberality in my tranſactions with him as a bookſeller, 
which as an author he has never yet equalled, 


- 
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L E TT E R VII. 


MR. MURRAY TO DR. CULLEN. 


London, Fune 17, 1784. 
9. 


- AM favoured with your letter of the 
roth Inſt. which, I am ſorry to ſay, 
lays you as open to cenſure as any perſon 
who 1s your enemy could wiſh : but I am 
not your enemy, and it will be your own 
fault if the affair betwixt us ſhould come 
to a public diſcuſſion. 

In your letter you ſay, „If your de- 
* mand had been for the fourth volume 
* only, I ſhould probably have complied 
« with your requeſt.” Now, although I 
ſtill ſee an injury done to the purchaſers of 
the 


4 
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the two firſt volumes, in being denied the 
third, equally with the fourth, to complete 
their ſets, yet I confider the publication of 
the fourth volume ſeparately as ſome accom- 
modation to the public. I am therefore 
willing to meet your idea, and to accept 
84 copies of the fourth volume, or 21 ſets 
complete of the 4 volumes, for the 84 co- 
pies, vol. 1 and 2, in my poſſeſſion. 

I have to add, that notwithſtanding 
your advice, the fourth volume is not yet 
advertiſed in London; and your Bookſel- 
ter, Mr. Cadell, to whom I have ſent to- 
day and yeſterday, refuſes to ſell it ſingly : 
but. if my overture, which indeed may be 
named your own, is agreed to, I muſt have 
notice of it in courſe, with an order upon 
Mr. Cadell for the 84 copies vol. 4. which 
can be made up to that gentleman by your 
Edinburgh publiſher, without obſtructing 
the ſale of the new edition in any ſhape; as 
he 1s provided with more copies than he 
can poſſibly diſpoſe of, before the co- 
pies of vol. 4. which I defire, are replaced ; 
and it is obvious, that without a ſpeedy 


apply. 
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ſupply, J am in danger of loſing the ſale of 
the volumes wanted. 

If you ſee the propriety of this mode of 
ſetttling the buſineſs, I ſhall be extremely 
well pleaſed, and ſhall be happy at all 
times, to remain reſpectfully, 

Sir, &c. 


J. MURRAY. 


P. S. I ſhall wait for your anſwer till the 
27th Inſt. when, if I receive none, I ſhall 
preſume myſelf to be at liberty to act 
free of all engagements : and the Poſt- 
ſcript, whoſe omiſſion you complain of, 
{hall be reſtored to its place. 


LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 


DR. CULLEN TO MR. MURRAY. 


Edinburgh, June 22, 1784. 


8 IR, 

OUR'S of the 15th current came to 

hand only yeſterday, and when I 

x happened to be in the country, elſs you 
would have had an anſwer in courle. 

It was owing to ſome awkward ſcruples 
of Mr. Cadell's *, that the advertiſing the 
fourth volume to be ſold ſeparately was 
not done, as it was here, a fortnight ago ; 
and it has been owing to the ſame ſcru- 


* Would Mr. Cadell have retained any awkward ſcru- 

ples, had he been inſtructed from the beginning, that the 

author was aLwaYs willing that the fourth volume ſhould be 

had ſeparate ? It was not before the gth of July that the 
| | 4th volume was ſold /eparate in London. 


| ; ples 
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ples that he refuſed to ſell you copies of 
it. Theſe ſcruples, however, are now, I 
hope, removed, for yeſterday 250 copies 
were put on board a ſhip for him, and to 
enable him to ſell them ſeparately with- 
out his breaking upon the ſets he formerly 
received. This will allow you to get as 
many copies of the fourth v lume as you 
pleaſe to demand, at the price you and 
Mr. Cadell can agree upon, and that to be 
ſure will be the ſame he ſells them for to 

other people. 
This 1s all I can do to ratify you ; and 
I don't underſtand how you came to harp 
upon the affair of compleating your ſets, 
to which I have given you an anſwer be- 
fore, and ſhall now add, that the firſt and 
ſecond volume lay upon your hands, be- 
cauſe you demanded and took an extrava- 
gant price for them. Mr. Creech informs 
me, that he gave you the copies at 3s. 3d. 
and I know that you demanded and took 
from your cuſtomers for the volume in 
boards 6s. It was therefore by no means 
for my intereſt that you kept them in your 
ſhop. With reſpect to the third volume, 
you 
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you had an opportunity, while it was on 
fale for many months laſt year, of com- 
pleating your ſets , if you had thought 
proper ſo to do: and I can't find what 
pretence you have to demand it of me 
now, after I had made it a new book. 

I don't think it neceſſary to ſay more 
at preſent ; but that without either fear- 
ing or defiring a quarrel with you, I leave 
you at full liberty to take what meaſures 
you may think proper for N 


Your's, &c. 
WILLIAM CULLEN. 


UPON his laſt letter the author firmly 
relied for retrieving his character, and ob- 
taining a victory, For although ſome of 
his friends, acknowledging the impropriety 
and folly of his conduct, condeſcended to 
requeſt a delay of the preſent publication 
till they ſhould hear from him, yet it was 
without effect; for building upon the 


$ Could 1066 copies of the third volume ſupply 3000 
cuſtomers, who had purchaſed the fh and fecond volumes? 
Into Tuch an abſurd defence however is that man reduced, 
who parts from the plain paths 6f equity and reckitude. 


weight 


weight of his facts and arguments, theſe 
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interferences produced nothing. It is to 
be hoped, however, that he maintains the 
doctrines contained in his Firſt Lines 
upon firmer grounds, than he does the 
honour of his conduct in the preſent tranſ- 


action; for if he does not, it requires no 


gift of prophecy to affirm, that they will 
not be very durable. 

There is a meanneſs in Dr. Cullen's 
deſcending to the particulars ſpecified in 
the foregoing epiſtle, which a little mind 
could only prove equal to. Every man, 
like our author, has not dipped into the 
myſtery of bookſelling ; and it would re- 


quire that the reader ſhould poſſeſs ſome 


knowledge of the profeſſion, to ſpeak in- 
telligibly upon the ſubject. But let us 
not decline meeting him even upon this 
ground, ſince he has choſen it. 

Dr. Cullen 1s accurate in ſtating the 
price Mr. Murray paid for his volumes. 
Is it however to be ſuppoſed, that the then 
proprietor Mr. Creech would ſell at the 
price mentioned, without an advantage to 
himſelf? If it is admitted that he would 

not, 
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not, Mr. Creech muſt have had 2 ſuperitr 


profit to Mr. Murray; and the author 


ſhould have felt ſome gratitude for the latter 
who made a purchaſe of 600 volumes of his 
works at one time, and on inferior terms. 


Should there be ſophiſtry in this reaſoning, 


yet why does not Dr. Cullen complain equal- 
ly of Mr. Creech in the buſineſs? But it al- 
ready appears that Mr. Creech complains 


loudly of him; and in the letter which fol- 


lows he enlarges upon the ſubject, and aſſerts, 
that he never made twenty ſhillings by his 
connection with this liberal- minded phyſi- 
cian. In this point too the public will be 
apt to believe him, when it is known, that 
in his tranſactions with bookſellers, Dr. 
Cullen never regarded any man's ad- 
vantage but his own. But there are a 
few other circumſtances in his charge of 
extortion upon Mr. Murray that muſt be 
attended to, and which the dull memory 
of Dr. Cullen has not —— him to 
detail. $828 
From his letter the wonder i is naturally 
led to believe, that his books were ſent 
unto Mr. Murray's houſe, at 35. 3d. per 
volume, 


r 
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volume, clear of all other expences; but 
this is by no means the fact. Dr. Cullen 
has omitted freight and charges from Leith, 


and inſurance in time of war, warehouſe< 


rent, intereft of money, (for Mr. Murray 
had no credit given him) bad debts, and 
above all advertiſing. Every one of theſe 
items fell upon Mr. Murray, and adver- 
tiſing alone coſt him ten guineas. For 
although the literary property of the book 
remained with the author, he would not 


defray one penny of this expence, which 


all other authors, in ſimilar circumſtances, 


uſually do. Will Mr. Murray then be ac- 
cuſed of extortion, when it is known that, 
after all theſe deductions, he retailed the 
book to the trade in London at 4s: 4d. 


per volume. His neat profits therefore, at- 


tended with the riſque of bad debts, &c. 
muſt have been from 2d. to 3 d. per vo- 
lume. Let Dr. Cullen's brother phyſi- 
cians, Doctors Monro, Duncan, Gregory, 
Home, and Hamilton, &c. &c. at Edin= 
burgh, be aſked, if in their dealings they 

ever eſteemed that bookſellers impoſed 


upon them for exacting larger profits than _ 
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this? And let the principal bookſellers in 
the kingdom be required to give their opi- 
nion, if they would agree to a purchaſe 
on the terms on which Mr. Murray took 
Dr. Cullen's boox? 5 
Here it may be neceſſary to enquire, 
what remuneration has accrued to Dr. 
Cullen himſelf for the labour of his writ- 
ings; and by contraſting his moderation 
with that of his bookſeller, leave it to the 
public to condemn whoever ſhall be found 
to be guilty of the greateſt extortion. 
This is meeting the author on his own 
ground, and in going over 1t a regard to 
truth ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved. 
Dr. Cullen originally retailed his F:r/f 
Lines as a hawker does gingerbread, in 
fragments or detached pieces as he wrote 
them, to his pupils at the door of his lec- 
ture-room, at the price of ſix-pence, more 
or leſs, according to the portion of matter 
furniſhed. How much he gained by this 
traffic is rather uncertain, but as it laſted 
for ſome years, it muſt have been conſi- 
derable. He has ſince, by a general ſale, 
3 of bo volumes of the ſame 
work, 
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work, for which he has actually touched 
two ſbillings profit upon each volume, 
without contingence, riſque, or uncertain- 
ty. After this harveſt he added a fourth 
volume, and has now ſold the copy, or lite- 
rary property, of the whole work for 12001. 
Still, however, there remained ſome glean- 
ings, and he availed himſelf even of theſe: 
accordingly, as the new edition was print- 
ed, he took meaſures to ſell it over again, 
volume by volume, to his pupils, taking 
their names down in writing, in order to 
inſure their purchaſe of the whole book; 
and receiving from them gentleman's price, 
but accounting himſelf to his principal, on 
the terms of a bookſeller. Thus he ſecured 
to himſelf the double advantages, both of 
phyſician to his Majeſty and of a ſagacious 
tradeſman. He affirms, that Mr. Murray 
ſold his volumes at 6s. each in boards to 
gentlemen. S0 has Dr. Cullen done; ſo 
has every bookſeller done; and ſo Mr. 
Murray would have done, and with more 
advantage to himſelf, had the tranſaction ' 
betwixt Mr. Creech and him never exiſted. 
Have you, Doctors Blair, Ferguſon, Mallar, 

D 2 ar: 
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ſition on the public, and as a piece of knavery 
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or any other public profeſſor, acted in 
this manner? Would not your liberal ſpi- 
rits have rejected with ſcorn a mode of 
conduct ſo ſordid and reproachful in its 
nature? Or would you, or any man upon 
the face of the earth, with pretenſions to 
common honeſty, after giving their works 
to the public at different times in different 
volumes, ſay to their purchaſers, you can- 
not have the laſt volume without you pur- 
chaſe all the former ones over again? 
Any attempt to juſtify an action of this 
kind is worſe than the action itſelf. Every 
man of honour reſents it: yet the author 
affects to have acted with perfect proprie- 
ty! He is not however totally unſuſcepti- 
ble to feeling. There exiſts a ſtruggle in 
his breaſt, betwixt the principle of avarice 
and the ſaving of appearances. He 1s 


therefore hurried into inconſiſtencies and 


contradictions ; and it is painful to mark 
the agitation of his mind in this conflict: 
Giving the two laſt volumes, he ſays, to ſell 
off the two firſt, I would conſider as an impo- 


that 
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that I ſhall never practiſe x. But after the 
receipt of my papers he found this ground 
to be untenable. He then becomes of a 
different mind, and expreſſes himſelf in di- 
rect contradiction to his former declara- 
tion; but without aſſigning a reaſon for 
his new light: Not however deſiring, he 
now unbluſhingly writes, 70 force my new 
edition upon any one, I was ALWAYS willing 
that the fourth volume ſhould be ſold ſepa- 
rately ; and with that view, I took care that 
the fourth volume ſhould be printed in greater 
number than the others had been; many copies 
have accordingly been ſold ſeparately, and 1 
have now defired it to be publicly advertiſed, 
that any perſon may purchaſe the Enos vo- 
lume by itſelf +. 

Surely, my dear Sir, you forget, that 
this ſeparate publication zs the very piece 
of knavery you declared you would never 
practiſe. And what reaſon can be aſſign- 
ed for publiſhing the fourth volume ſepa- 
rate, and not the th:rd 2. Of the firſt vo- 
lume 3000 copies were printed; of the 
tbird volume but 1000. Will 1000 co- 


Letter III. 1 Letter VI. 
pies 
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pies of the third therefore, ſupply 3000 
purchaſers of the irt? It requires ſound 
logic to reconcile ſuch an inconſiſtency. 
Again, when Mr. Murray applied to 
have his ſets completed: On every con/i- 
aeration, ſays the worthy author, I cannot 
comply with your requeſt of giving an indem- 
niſication which I can as little afford as you 
can f. When, however, the atrociouſneſs 
of the refuſal began to preſs upon his cha- 
racter, he altered his mind: I your demand, 
he writes to his correſpondent, had been 
for the fourth volume only, I ſhould probably 
have complied with your requeſt d. Now 
would any man believe, that when this 
overture, made by himſelf, was accepted, 
he would ſhamefully have expoſed himſelf 
to additional cenſure by retracting it; and 
thus bring it in proof, that no reliance 
was to be had upon his cw propoſal, deli- 
vered even in writing. I am willing, Mr. 
Murray anſwered him, to meet your idea, 
and to accept 84. copies of the fourth volume, 
for the 84. volumes 1 and 2 in my poſſeſſion ||. 
In reply to this, Mr. Murray 1s told, with 
t Letter III. S8 Letter VI. Letter VII. 
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the utmoſt effrontery, that he may be ſup- 
plied with as many copies of the fourth 
volume as he pleaſed at the ſame price 
with other people *, My good and con- 


ſcientious Doctor, it requires no ghoſt 


from the grave to tell me that I can pur- 
chaſe books for money. But if your offer, 
which has been recited, means any thing, 
it is, that you conſented to the indemnifi- 
cation required, and was diſpoſed to give 
me the fourth volume in exchange for the 
volumes in my poſſeſſion, which, by your 
unfair behaviour, had been rendered of no 
uſe. | 

But to expoſe the ſhuffling of this 


weak man in every point of view would 


be endleſs. Throughout the whole buſi- 
neſs he has exhibited much meanneſs, equi- 
vocation, and contradiction; and all to re- 
tain a little ſordid pelf, obtained not very 
honourably, at the expence of his bene- 
factors. His conduct indeed affords a 
{ſtriking inſtance of human weakneſs ; and 
it is to be lamented, that a perſon who is 
ſo eminent in his line, and ſo much cele- 


brated for profeſſional ſkill, ſhould de- 


* Letter VIII. 
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grade his character, from conſiderations far 
below the regard or conſideration of a 
gentleman. It is, nevertheleſs, neceſfary 
to expoſe culprits of his deſcription, in or- 
der, if poſſible, to guard individuals againſt 
the perniciouſneſs of example; which is 
the more dangerous, when the author en- 
joys conſiderable rank in the republic of 
letters and ſcience. 


To conclude, it is only neceſſary to 
inſert the following Letter, which corro- 
borates the honourable intentions of Dr. 
Cullen, and proves, that to theſe pages 
alone, the public is indebted for a ſeparate 
publication of his 4th volume. This is one 
point carried, which the author of the pre- 
ſent narrative feels ſome ſatisfaction to 
have obtained, whatever trifling loſs he 
may himſelf have ſuffered. —It 1s proper 

further to add, that the Letter itſelf is a 
volunteer; and totally unſolicited, Mr. 
Murray having never correſponded with 


Mr. Creech in any ſhape upon the ſubject. 
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MR. CREECH, BOOKSELLER, AT 
EDINBURGH, TO MR. MURRAY: 


Edinburgh, June 103 1784. 

Drar Six, 
ILL within this quarter of an hour, 
that Dr. Cullen called at my houſe; 
I was totally ignorant of what was paſling 
between you and him. — I could have 
wiſhed that you had not made uſe of my 
letter in print without my knowledge: but 
as it only ſtates truth, and what I had be- 
fore ſaid to the Doctor and his new pub- 
liſher, I do not ſee that it ſhould give of- 


fence.—It was a duty I owed to myſelf to. 
ſtand vindicated to the public, from what 


muſt have appeared to them baſe and un- 


E becoming 
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becoming a gentleman.— I had refuſed to 
treat for the property of the book, unleſs 
the fourth volume was given ſeparately to 
the public. It was certainly unhandſome 
and unjuſt to withhold the fourth volume 
from the public, and to make that an argu- 
ment to enhance the value of the property, 
as they would be obliged to buy the whole 
anew.—I was frequently abuſed for not 
delivering the fourth volume to thoſe who 
had bought the other three; and was told, 
that it muſt be a trick of the bookſeller, 
for Dr. Cullen was incapable of behaving 
ſo.—When I met with this, it was high 
time to vindicate myſelf; and I even went 
ſo far as to tell many, that demanded the 
fourth volume, that they were welcome to. 
proſecute me, and that I would lead an ac- 
tion where it ought to lay.— The fourth 
volume was not only withheld, but when. 
the four volumes were publiſhed together, 
although not a ſheet larger than formerly, 
the book came out at 28s. inſtead of 24s.— 
This I alſo thought proper to ſtate in the 
notice j drew up for the * 5 
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As the matter has been ſo much ſpoken 
of in London, I think it requiſite to put 
it in your power to vindicate me in the 
matter. 

The Doctor has informed me, that he 
has now given orders to advertiſe the 4th 
volume to be had ſeparately; and therefore 
I have withheld my advertiſement to the 
public. —The number, however, he men- 
tioned, are by far inſufficient. — The alte- 
rations, I apprehend, are not ſo material, 
as to render the firſt volumes you have 
uſeleſs. I think you have an undoubted 
right to have them made perfect ſets, or 
the money returned. — All the books I 
ever had from the Doctor I paid in ad- 
vance, and you know I never could have 
made a 11. by the bargain. Had I any of 
the three 1ſt volumes remaining, I would 
inſiſt on their being taken back, or made 
puny; — 

I am, 

Dear Sir, &c. 


W. CREECH. 
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